Mr. Grimwood, Mrs. Wallace and students at the Remembrance Service
at Brightlingsea War Memorial on 11th November
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Message from Mr Crane
Head of School
Welcome to the final newsletter in its current format. We
will be moving to a publication that will be created and
managed by the students next term. It is planned to make
these more regular than they are currently although they
will be shorter in length. The advantage of this will be that we can have more news items and be more
current with an excellent opportunity for our students to act as reporters and photographers.
We have still managed to achieve a great deal this term, much of which you will be able to witness in this
document. It was very sad that we had to close the pantomime this year but it was still performed in front
of the school and very well done to all the students and staff involved in making it such a success. The
whole performance was professionally recorded and will be available as a free download after Christmas.
I am really pleased that we were able to form the Student Leadership Team this term. This group will work
on projects that they feel will improve the school and we look forward to seeing the fruits of their labour
next year. These leadership opportunities will be offered each year to all of our students to enable them to
apply every year to become part of the team.
We have finally had the new build completed and the keys were handed over to the school on Tuesday
(14/12/21). The building will require furnishing during January and we will hope to have this being occupied
by our students after the February half term. The new build which is called C Block has eight new classrooms
for us and four DT rooms.
I hope you enjoy the final newsletter in its current guise and we wait with anticipation to see what the
students create when we return in
January. I would like to thank all of
our community for the support
provided this term in what has yet
again been difficult at times. I wish
you all a safe and merry Christmas
and a happy New Year.

Mental Health First Aid
We are very happy to announce that two members of The Colne staff, Alison Green and
Fi Wynne, both completed their Mental Health First Aid training at The Sigma Trust Education
Centre. The course was an intensive two day workshop, providing the tools to support individuals with their mental health. Alison and Fi now have an abundance of contacts and agencies to
help signpost individuals to specific support where required. They both said the course was fantastic and would highly recommend it to any individual who gets the opportunity to take part.
Fi Wynne said “This week we completed the Mental Health
First Aid course. We now have the tools to support and
signpost individuals who would like a little guidance with
their mental health”
We know the importance of looking after our mental health
and having two members of staff that have now completed
this course will give both staff and the students in our care
the best opportunity to overcome any difficulties they may
have.

Miss Wynne and Mrs Green after
completing their training

As mental health continues to be in the spotlight, it is more important than ever before for
young people to have strategies up their sleeves to improve mental wellbeing.
Our Year 10 and Year 11 students have had the opportunity to take part in some extra activities
to help maintain and improve their wellbeing. We have had Tom Ryder from Retune, to deliver
a workshop to each year group. Through live performance, open discussion and pupil
participation, Retune’s wellbeing workshops demonstrate the importance of using creative
outlets such as music, art, drama, dance and writing to maintain wellbeing and build emotional
resilience.

Tom Ryder from
Hi, I’m Tom. I’m a musician and journalist, and I have a
diagnosis of bipolar disorder.
When I was hospitalised for poor mental health in my late
teens and early twenties, I noticed that patients were using
creative outlets such as writing, drawing, painting, singing,
dancing and cooking as coping mechanisms.
I founded Retune because I believe there is a very strong link
between creativity and mental wellbeing that deserves to be
explored further.
As with fine-tuning a musical instrument or altering the frequency on a radio, ‘retuning’ your
mental health involves small adjustments. We can all improve our wellbeing by finding creative
outlets and being part of a supportive community.
Would you like to learn more about my story or the project?
Email me at tom@retunewellbeing.com.

Armistice Day Service
On Thursday 11th November, Mr Grimwood and Mrs Wallace, a Royal Navy veteran, escorted a
group of students to the war memorial in Brightlingsea for the town’s Armistice service. The
students proudly represented the school and laid a poppy wreath to show their respect for all the
British and Commonwealth military and civilian service men and woman who fought for our
freedom.
At 11.00am The Colne fell silent to observe the national two minute silence which is always a
moving experience for all.
We are very proud of our students and the respect they show at these important times.

Dates for your Diary
14 January

Year 8 HPV Vaccinations

25 January

Year 11 Photos

26 January

Year 11 Parents Evening

31 January

Year 9 NEMO (North East Mathematical Olympiad)

10 February

Year 9 Parents Evening/Options Evening

23 February

Year 9 DTP and Men ACWY Vaccinations

2 March

Year 8 Parents Evening

9 March

Jack Petchey Speak Out

31 March

Year 7 Parents Evening

Spring Term :

Tuesday 4 January — Friday 1 April 2022
Half Term 14 — 18 February

Summer Term :

Tuesday 19 April — Thursday 21 July 2022
Half Term 30 May — 3 June and
May Bank Holiday 2 May

Student Extra-Curricular Achievements
We are very proud of our students at The Colne and where possible we like to share their
achievements both in school and what they get up to in their own time.
In this newsletter we are featuring two students who are doing extremely well in performing
arts and we are sure they will both be stars of the future.
It takes a lot of hard work and dedication to reach the positions both of these and many of our
other students manage to achieve as well as setting them in good stead for their futures goals.

Felicity Markham-Lee - Year 10
Fliss attends West End Kids in Central London every Saturday 9-6pm. She first auditioned to join
in September 2018 when she had just started in Year 7. After this audition, Fliss was offered a
place in their Red training group on Saturday mornings. Since then she has worked really hard to
progress through their training groups and was promoted to their Yellow then Purple training
groups. Fliss was selected to audition for the Performance Troupe on 5 occasions and on her 5 th
audition was offered a 3 week trial in Troupe. Fliss passed her trial in May 2021 and is now a full
member of the West End Kids Troupe.
As a member of Troupe she gets to perform regularly at exciting venues, some of the most recent
events have included Concours of Elegance at Hampton Court Palace, Mariposa Ball at Landmark
Hotel in London, Brighton Charity Ball at Grand Hotel and Regent Street Motor Show taking part in
6 performances on Regent Street throughout the day. Her next performance is at Camden Roundhouse where she will be performing at the Caudwell Butterfly Ball.

Fliss is hoping to audition to attend professional training college to study Musical Theatre and has
aspirations to travel the world performing on cruise ships as well as performing in the West End.
Fliss recommends West Ends Kids to any aspiring Musical Theatre performers, they hold regular
national auditions which you can sign up to on West End Kids website. To find out about free
tasters, auditions, workshops and starting your journey with West End Kids, call 020 8123 2025,
email frontdesk@westendkids.co.uk

Photos of Fliss taking part in the
Regent Street Motor Show performances

Tristan Mathieson-Stott - Year 8
Tristan started on his performing arts journey aged three where he first attended a musical
theatre group in Colchester. Aged five he joined The Pauline Quirke Academy (PQA) and through
them has had some amazing opportunities; including singing with G4, performing in two different
West End theatres, and being given the opportunity to audition for the national tour of Priscilla
Queen of the Desert. He also attends a performing arts group in Harwich where this summer he
had the role of the Genie in Disney's Aladdin, helping raise over £2,000 in October as part of the
Rotary Club Carnival.
Four years ago Tristan wanted to try Irish Dancing as a
new hobby and since then has been very dedicated to
this. He dances a minimum of 4 nights a week in various
locations across Essex and Kent. Since starting he has
been awarded many trophies and has been invited to
dance at public and private events including weddings,
shop openings, St Patrick's Day events and more. He has
been lucky enough to twice be invited to compete at the
Southern England Oireachtas, most recently on 19th
November. He was awarded 3rd place in the entire south
of the country and a possible place at the Irish Dance
World Championships taking place in Belfast in April
2022.
At this current time Tristan hopes to use his performing
arts skills in his future career, by either opening his own
Performing Arts School or Irish Dance Academy.

PQA is a weekend performing arts Academy with over 200
Academies nationwide, providing tuition for children and young
people from 4-18 years.
To make contact with The Pauline Quirke Academy (PQA)
call 0800 531 6282 or email enquiries@pqacademy.com

Christmas Card Competition
The Art Department held a Christmas Card
competition for Years 7 to 9. We received many
fantastic entries with lots of different themes. All
the entries were shown to Mr Crane who after
taking his time and looking through all the
entries chose an overall winner, Martha Brown in
Year 7. Martha’s design will be used on cards
that are sent out on behalf of the school.
Overall competition Winner
Martha brown in Year 7

There were also 4 designs which received a commendable effort, these students each won a
prize.
Sophie Flaherty, Jadzia Andrews, Lottie Sawyer and Tessa Job all in Year 7

We would like to say well done to all the
students who entered and thank you for
some wonderful entries.

Brightlingsea Christmas Tree Festival
The Art Department entered the Brightlingsea Christmas Tree Festival on behalf of the school.
Across two after school sessions and with the help of our lovely Year 9 students, lots of brilliant
clay decorations along with garlands were created to represent our school and our community.
We are super impressed with the clay decorations and we are very proud of how our tree looks.

Aerial Clay Decorations

Garlands

Decorations up close

Our entry in the Christmas Tree Festival

Halloween in the Drama Department
The stage was set, the props were all well thought out and all that awaited was the imagination
of the students.
The Drama Department prepared the drama studio in preparation for Halloween on 31 October.
The anticipation of the students sent a thrill throughout as we set about giving the students a
new challenge with new ideas and concepts. The students experienced a one off lesson which
we hope is the ‘hook’ and surprise that will propel their learning forward.

“When I walked into the drama studio I saw all these amazing decorations. At first I was
amazed, when I looked around it gave me some great ideas on what different types of set
designs for different plays could look like.
The drama studio really made it feel like it was actually Halloween. When I walked in I was
overwhelmed by how it looked. It made me realise how well I could make a set look if I put
some thought and hard work into it.
After seeing the Halloween decorations it made me feel really ready for Halloween. I don’t know
how they did it but they did so well.”
Alex Tatchell Year 11

Attendance Facts

If your child’s attendance falls
below 97% your child may be
spoken to by a member of
the Attendance Team to see
if anything can be done to
help stop their attendance
falling any lower.

Important Covid-19 Information
If you child displays Covid symptoms and you have a PCR test done please inform the school
immediately.
Once you receive the PCR result this needs to be forwarded to the Attendance Officer as soon
as possible. It can be emailed to mail@colne.school
If a member of your household is able to self-isolate efficiently after testing positive your child can
still come to school as long as they remain symptom free and take daily LFT tests for 7 days.
All students are issued with boxes of LFTs to test at home. We recommend that they test on
Sundays and Wednesdays each week.
The school does hold some spare LFT kits if they are required. Mrs. S. Wallace is the school’s
point of contact for these and all Covid related issues.

Being Late
Take a look and see how being late each
day impacts on learning. For the child
who is always late this can have a
dramatic impact on their education.
Turning up late to lessons does not only
have an impact on the child who is late
but also disrupts the learning of the rest
of the class when they arrive and
subsequently the teacher having to
repeat instructions rather than being able
to move on with the lesson as planned.

Please be considerate of your teachers
and classmates by being on time and not
disturbing everyone's learning.

Not Attending School
It is vitally important that students do attend school when they are supposed to.
We know that sometimes you can be really too poorly or have another reason to be off that has
been agreed by the school. If you feel a bit off colour but are generally ok then you are expected
to attend school.
Although attendance is as important in Years 7, 8 and 9 as it is in Years 10 and 11, many think it
is ok to skip lessons or even days. But the early years are just as important for building the
foundations of the knowledge all students will require to
pass their GCSEs. Without the foundations or with holes
in it then study in Years 10 and 11 will be all the more
difficult.
When our students leave our care we want them to get the
most out of the great education that is on offer to them and
achieve what they so richly deserve. We want them to be
set for life in the adult world of college, university and work
where the consequences can be harsh for consistent
lateness and days off.

Winter Dance Showcase
On Wednesday 1st December, 76 students from Years 7-11 performed at Brightlingsea
Community Centre as part of the Dance Winter Showcase. The Year 11 BTEC dancers
completed their Component 2 final performance of Kyle Hanagami’s HIM, whilst the Year 10
dancers performed pieces developed in class based on World War I (Dust, Akram Khan) and
World War II (Cinderella, Matthew Bourne). All students worked extremely hard and put on an
outstanding performance.
I would like to take this opportunity to say well done to Phoebe Nunn, Freya Pasotti, Amelie
Myhill, Sophia Myhill, Lily Juniper, Asha Fletcher, Felicity Markham-Lee, Jasmine Green, Lucas
Fox, Abbie Westwood, Isabella Pawsey and Beth Webb who performed their audition solos and
duets. Their dedication to dance is phenomenal and they all performed so well.
Lastly, I would like to extend a massive thank you to everyone who came along to support all of
the students. It is nice to be able to perform and showcase everyone's hard work. We hope to
have our Spring Showcase in April 2022 - more details to follow soon.
Miss D. Milton

Football at The Colne
Year 7
After completing their first full coastal
competitive season for the school football
team, the Year 7 boys represented the
school very proudly and finished second in
the league overall, playing four games,
winning two, drawing one and losing out to
the league winners. A very good season
for the boys and one to build on for the
next four years.
Year 7

Year 8

A fantastic performance from the Year 8 football team means that they have been crowned
Champions for the Coastal Schools League against local secondary schools. Playing three
games and winning all three. The boys performed fantastically scoring thirteen goals overall and
conceding none. The Year 8 boys are also still in the Essex Cup and will have a fixture after
Christmas to hopefully continue the run and see if they can reach the final!
Year 9
An up and down season for the Year 9 boys saw them finish
joint third in the league. Playing four games overall, drawing
two and losing two. A pleasing sign for boys was the
increasing numbers turning up to training and representing
the school across the games. The boys always played with a
smile on their faces and represented the school proudly.

Year 9

Year 10 and Year 11
For the boys coming to an end of their school journeys it was great to see some new players
joining the team. The Year 10 battled well throughout the games and gave it their all to finish joint
fourth in the league while the Year 11 team went slightly better and finished joint third in the
league.

Year 10

Year 11

Coastal Netball League
This term our netball teams have been competing in the Coastal Schools League against the
local secondary schools. Attendance at training has been fantastic and many students have
enjoyed representing the school team. For both Year 7 and 8 this was their first experience of
playing in a competitive match and there was a clear improvement made over the series of
games. Year 7 finished the league in fourth position and Year 8 finished in third position.
It is great to see some new players joining our Year 9 and 10 teams. Our Year 9 team were
particularly successful in the league, only narrowly losing one match to Tendring Technology
College, which saw them finish as runners up. The Year 10 team finished the league in third
position.
Our Year 11 team have enjoyed a fantastic season so far. This team has shown dedication and
commitment since Year 7 and are a pleasure to work with. After reaching the final in Year 9, they
have gone one step further this season and managed to remain undefeated in all of their games,
resulting in them finishing the league in first place.
We now look forward to continuing our match play in the Colchester Youth League, where we
can test our skills and gain experience playing against local netball clubs.

International Netball Trip
On Sunday 28th November, 35 excited students along with Mrs Pulford and
Mrs Andrews set off to The Copper Box Arena, Stratford to watch the
England netball team take on Jamaica. For many students it was the first
time they had been able to watch live international netball and it was great
to get behind the England team.
The first half was extremely close, with Jamaica narrowly leading at half
time. Fortunately in the second half, with the crowd cheering them on, the
England team came back and secured a victory by ten goals. We hope
there will be more opportunities to watch the team in action as they prepare
for the Commonwealth Games.

Cross Country
The Year 7 and the Year 8/9 Cross Country teams were entered into the Cross Country
Competition, against all the local secondary schools and the Colchester schools. Each team
represented themselves fantastically against the other schools and put on performances which
they should be proud of!
The Year 7 Girls finished overall 4th out of 11 teams with some exceptional runs from Ava
Juniper, Leni Lavarack and Angel Jasper who finished 10th, 16th and 22nd out of 100 runners.
The Year 7 boys finished overall 5th out of 11 teams with exceptional runs from Alfie Kemp, Dan
Harding and Finley Grant who finished 4th, 5th and 30th out of 100 runners.
The Year 8/9 Girls team finished 5th out of 11 teams with notable performances from Amy
Hoffeges, Polly Patterson and Belle Golding who finished 16 th, 22nd and 27th out of 100 runners.

The Year 8/9 Boys team finished 6th out of 11 teams with notable performances from Jacob
Castle, Lewis Turner and George Hatton who finished 16th, 30th and 31st out of 100 runners.

Indoor Athletics
The Year 7 indoor athletics took place on the 7th December at Tendring Technology College.
Fantastic individual and team performances from both the boys’ team and the girls’ team saw
them coming in first or second in most of the running and field events.
The girls came in second place in their competition and the boys came joint first in theirs, which
meant overall the school narrowly missed out and came second place overall against the
Coastal Schools.
Year 7 Boys: Oliver Keith, Joseph Battersby, Kennedie Hayes, Finley Grant, Isaac Luck,
Ethan Platt, Max Darnell.
Year 7 Girls: Layla Lee, Skye Beard, Violet Fowler, Emily Montague, Lexi Netzel,
Ava Juniper, Leni Laverick.

Indoor Athletics
The Year 8 Indoor Athletics took place on the 8th December at CCA School. Fantastic
individual and team performances from both the boys’ team and the girls’ team saw them
coming in first or second in most of the running and field events.
The girls came first place overall in their competition and the boys also came first place, which
meant overall the School were the overall winners for the Year 8 Indoor Athletics Competition.
Fingers crossed qualifying for the next round.
Year 8 Boys: Reece Street, Carter Elliott- Wright, Lucas Obia, Alex Scotcher, Mylo Smith,
Jonathon Osbourne, Theodore Stevens.
Year 8 Girls: Macie Sexton, Ella Howsego, Isla markham-Lee, Esme Nicholls,
Francesca Stafford, Natasha Sansum, Lilly Fennessy.

Brightlingsea’s Choosing Day
On 6th December, four of our students along with two members of staff attended The Cinque Port
Liberty of Brightlingsea’s Choosing Day ceremony at All Saints Church. This ceremony takes
place each year, on the first Monday in December, and is the day on which the new Deputy of
the Cinque Port is elected by the Freemen of the organisation. New inhabitants of the town are
also eligible to be sworn in as Freemen. Our students represented the school brilliantly and had
the opportunity to speak to the Mayor of Brightlingsea and other dignitaries who attended the
event. It was a great way to engage with the wider Brightlingsea community.

New Deputy Mark Wilby, centre, with, left, the Lord Lieutenant
of Essex, Jennifer Tolhurst, and right, the Mayor of Sandwich
Paul Graeme

Billy, Leon, Amelie and Grace
did a wonderful job representing the School

Year 11 Taster Day
On Wednesday 10th November, Year 11 students were lucky enough to experience a college
taster day at Sigma Sixth. The day allowed students to get a taste of a variety of subjects which
they could study at college next year. Each student was lucky enough to trial out three different
sessions and get fully stuck into the content. The sessions delivered gave each student a full
insight to the type of content they would receive at colleges and the types of activities they would
be completing if selecting that course. The day was a great success with students getting a feel
for a normal college day and the independence which comes with going to college.

STEM Club
The KS3 STEM club have been working hard
improving the wildlife garden as part of a
cross-trust competition. They have been
clearing the area, building bug hotels alongside
bird houses & feeders to encourage a range of
wildlife to the garden.

STEM Club
In the Autumn Term our Year 9 students received a workshop called "Elite Skills Academy"
from the British Army. This workshop focused on problem solving and team building tasks. The
students also received a careers presentation about the different opportunities available in the
British Army.
Students had to use limited equipment to rescue supplies from a minefield scenario. All
students needed to cross and take all materials and supplies with them. The difficult part of this
scenario was they did not have enough planks that were long enough to form one continuous
bridge of safety.

In the final scenario the team was
broken into two smaller teams and they
had to pass heavy supplies over a
ravine. This task was difficult due to the
length of the ravine.
The students learnt many new things
and were shown that working as a team
can achieve things that otherwise seem
impossible. Everyone had a great time
and thoroughly enjoyed the
experience.

The KS3 STEM club also launched this half term. As part of the KS3 STEM club launch students
are completing a range of activities that will develop their applied mathematics skills, exploration
and teambuilding. The students will be creating a short film on an environmentally friendly project
of their choice as part of a competition across the Sigma Trust.
The Year 10 STEM club also launched this half term. The students will be working towards their
Bronze Crest awards on an environmentally friendly project of their choice. The students will
design and make a product that will solve a current world problem such as global warming or
plastic pollution in the oceans.

Three SIN-Full Recipes for Christmas

by Mrs S Innes

Christmas truffles
Ingredients
150g dark chocolate, chopped
150g milk chocolate, chopped
150ml double cream
50g unsalted butter
cocoa powder, sprinkles, lustre powder, icing sugar, chopped
nuts, for coating
flavourless oil (such as sunflower), for shaping

Method
STEP 1
Put the dark and milk chocolate in a bowl, then put the cream and butter in a pan and bring to a
simmer. Pour the hot cream over the chocolate and stir until it melts. Leave to cool, then chill in
the fridge for 7 hrs.
STEP 2
Put the coatings into separate bowls. To shape the truffles, lightly rub your hands with
flavourless oil and roll teaspoons of the truffle mix between your palms – this can get messy!
STEP 3
Gently roll the truffles in the bowl until evenly coated, then put in a box and chill. Store in the
fridge in an airtight container for three days or freeze for up to a month. Defrost in the fridge
overnight

Vegan Tiffin
Ingredients
75g coconut oil, plus extra for the tin
200g vegan dark chocolate (at least 70%), roughly chopped
2 tbsp golden syrup
200g vegan ginger nuts
100g dried cranberries
50g pistachios, toasted and chopped

Method
STEP 1
Lightly oil a 20cm square brownie tin with coconut oil and line the base with baking parchment.
Melt the chocolate with the coconut oil and golden syrup in the microwave in 30 second bursts
until smooth and glossy.
STEP 2
Break the ginger nuts into small pieces in a bowl, then add the dried cranberries and pistachios.
Scrape in the chocolate mixture and give everything a good mix to combine, then spoon the tiffin
into the tin. Use the back of the spoon to smooth out the top and press it down, then chill in the
fridge for 2hrs or until set hard. Once set, cut into 25 mini squares. Will keep for a week in the
fridge.

SIN-Full Recipes

by Mrs S Innes

Espresso & Dark chocolate Biscotti
Ingredients
300g plain flour
100g caster sugar
50g light brown soft sugar
1½ tsp baking powder
80g vegetable oil
1 large egg
2 tsp vanilla extract
250g dark chocolate chips
2½ tbsp instant coffee granules, dissolved in 3 tbsp hot water
and cooled

Method
STEP 1
Heat the oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4, and line a baking tray with baking parchment. Set aside.
Put the flour, sugars, baking powder and a good pinch of salt into a large bowl, then stir to
combine.
STEP 2
Whisk the oil, egg, vanilla extract and coffee together in a separate small bowl. Slowly pour the
wet ingredients into the dry, mixing until you have a dry dough. Fold in 100g of the chocolate
chips. Knead the dough until smooth – it will be quite dry, but if it’s too difficult to knead, add
another 1 tbsp water. Divide the dough in half, shaping each piece into a 25 x 8cm log, and
transfer both to the prepared tray. Bake for 25-30 mins, then leave to cool on the tray for 15 mins.
STEP 3
Reduce the oven to 160C/140C fan/gas 3. Slice the biscotti logs into 1-2cm-thick slices crosswise
using a sharp knife, you should have about 16. Return to the tray and bake for 15-20 mins more,
turning the tray around halfway through. Leave to cool slightly on the tray, then transfer to a wire
rack and leave to cool completely.
We hope you enjoy these recipes, once you have tasted them
please feel free to send us feedback.

Staff and students at The Colne
wish you all very happy Christmas
and all good wishes for the New
Year.
Stay safe through the holidays and
we look forward to seeing our
students in January.

PART TIME CLEANERS
Hours Available:

Monday to Friday:
Monday to Friday:

6.00am – 8.00am
3.10pm – 5.10pm

42 Weeks per year
Scale 1 – £9.25 p/h

We currently have vacancies for cleaners to join our friendly team. In this role you will be
undertaking cleaning within the school using a variety of methods. This will include using machinery and adhering to safety regulations.

Main duties will include:
Carrying out cleaning in any areas of the school
Replacing roller towels and bin liners and renewing supply of toilet rolls.

Applicants must have the ability to use general cleaning products and be able to follow instructions. No specific experience is required as training will be given.

Application forms can be found on the school website
Closing Date: 7 January 2022

