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THE CURRICULUM POLICY 

 

The curriculum of the Colne Community School consists of all activity that takes place within 

the school’s organised framework. It includes formal lessons, extra curricular activities and 

those features and social interactions that contribute to the ethos of the school. 

“Aspiration, Resilience, Kindness” 

The Governing Body will ensure that the curriculum meets the demands of all current 

legislation.  

The curriculum should be broad, balanced and inclusive in nature. It should be relevant and 

appropriately differentiated. No area of experience be it: Linguistic, Mathematical, Scientific, 

Technological, Cultural, Physical, Aesthetic and Creative, Human and Social, Moral and 

Spiritual should be omitted throughout the full range of curriculum provision at Colne 

Community School. 

The curriculum of every student will include an entitlement to general technical and vocational 

elements.  

The curriculum should illustrate progression and continuity, and be linked through 

assessment and profiling in all key stages. 

Where possible flexibility will be introduced to provide maximum scope for personalisation, 

taking into consideration students’ aptitude, abilities and preferences to ensure success can 

be achieved for every individual. 

At all times the curriculum will be appropriately scheduled to provide the best possible time, 

specific balance of learning and utilisation of physical resources. 

Irrespective of specific curriculum content, these principles are intended to be helpful 

guidelines 

● to develop lively, enquiring minds and the ability to question and argue rationally 

● to acquire knowledge, skills and understanding relevant to an adult life spent at home, 

at work and at leisure in a changing world 

● to develop the motivation and perseverance for students to apply themselves to tasks 

both in groups and independently 

● to use number and language effectively  

(see Literacy and Numeracy Policies) 

● to appreciate the significance of human achievement and aspirations 

● to develop a critical understanding of and respect for the environment and world in 

which they live and awareness of the inter-dependence of individuals, groups and 

nations and our roles as citizens within the community 



● to develop respect for other people irrespective of differences in ethnic origin, gender, 

social circumstances, ability, sexuality, age or religious belief 

● to develop self-awareness, a sense of self-respect and the capacity to live full lives as 

independent and self-motivated adults with the will to contribute to the welfare of others 

in society 

● to develop the skills needed to work co-operatively with others by learning to share 

common objectives by working in groups 

● to value good health, family life, parenthood, home management and stable 

responsible personal relationships 

Everyone involved at the Colne Community School shares the goal that all students should 

realise their full potential in the widest possible sense. 

Curriculum Structure 

● The curriculum is planned in a coherent manner ensuring it meets legal requirements, 
including those of the National Curriculum, and embraces cross-curricular themes (Life 
Days). 

● We have audited our provision of the wider curriculum and where there is not full 

curriculum coverage, we ensure that these needs are met through Life days, enrichment 

opportunities and cross-curricula delivery. 

● The development of students’ personal and social skills, and their spiritual and cultural 

development are addressed specifically through the Tutor programme and school 

assemblies, as well as permeating the whole curriculum, both formal and hidden. 

● The importance of developing ICT, literacy and numeracy, is recognised by the allocation 

of additional lessons at KS3 for students with prior attainment in English and mathematics 

below national expectations. 

● The range of subjects on offer in the school at Key Stage 3 and 4, and the qualifications 

they currently lead to, is shown in the table below. Further information on each subject can 

be found in the faculties section of the website. 

 

Years 7-8  Years 9-11 (core + options)  Qualification  

English  English Language  GCSE  

Mathematics  English Literature  GCSE  

Science  Mathematics  GCSE  

Modern Foreign Language  Biology  GCSE  

Physical Education  Chemistry  GCSE  

History  Physics  GCSE  

Geography  Combined Science (double 

award)  

GCSE  

Religious Education  Sport  BTEC  

Computer Science  Dance  BTEC  



Citizenship French  GCSE  

Textiles  Spanish  GCSE  

Food Technology  History  GCSE  

Dance  Geography  GCSE  

Art  Religious Education  GCSE  

Drama  Product Design (Design Tech.)  GCSE 

Music  Photography  GCSE  

Literacy  Food Nutrition/Hospitality  BTEC/GCSE  

Numeracy  Computer Science  GCSE  

  Art  GCSE  

  Drama/Performing Arts  GCSE 

  Media Studies  BTEC/GCSE 

  Music  GCSE/BTEC  

  Business Studies  BTEC  

  Child Development BTEC 

  Citizenship GCSE 

  3D Design GCSE 

 D.I.T. BTEC 

 Sports Science BTEC 

 Health & Social Care BTEC 

 

Curriculum Time 

● The taught school week comprises twenty five 60 minute periods in years 7-11. Teaching 
time per subject reflects the need to maintain a broad and balanced curriculum. A 
generous time allocation is made in particular for English, maths and science, reflecting 
the importance of these subjects for all students at KS3 and KS4 and the development of 
vital basic skills. 

● In addition to the timetable, a calendar of frequent Religious, Ethical and Lifelong Learning 
days (Life) is in place to ensure the effective delivery of vital curriculum elements 
including: religious education (RE); careers information and guidance (CIAG); personal, 
social, health and economic education (PSHEE); science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM); sex and relationships education (SRE); citizenship and cross-
curricular skills, in particular those of literacy, numeracy and ICT. These collapsed 
timetable days will occur approximately half-termly and will involve the input of external 
agencies to support our in-house delivery. Modern British Values form a thread throughout 
all of the REAL days and we ensure that there are relevant tie-ins to the entire range of 
subject areas in all key stages. 

 

 



Schemes of Work 

● A scheme of work for each subject is essential in helping to plan teaching and learning 

within and across subjects, as well as documenting the curricular activities planned for 

groups of students and coverage of the National Curriculum programmes of study and 

GCSE syllabuses. Schemes of work also provide a basis for monitoring and evaluating the 

curriculum. 

● Each subject team will produce a scheme of work for each year group and will review this, 

and update it as necessary, each year. The standard school format for schemes of work 

will be used, addressing common headings including: 

o planned teaching and learning activities 

o cross-curricular aspects and links to ICT and other subjects 

o differentiation; assessment 

o homework 

o resources. 

 
 
Differentiation 

Students need to work at a level and pace appropriate to their potential. Students are taught 

in classes grouped by broad ability and prior attainment in the subjects. Whatever the form of 

grouping, a differentiated approach is required to ensure that the range of abilities and 

interests of students is taken into account, so enabling them to experience success. 

Teaching and Learning 

Students learn through their experiences and by being taught. They learn most effectively 

when they feel valued, when they are encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning 

and when they are actively involved in the learning process. A range of teaching and learning 

strategies needs to be employed with students of all ages in order to increase and maintain 

their motivation and to create a challenging, stimulating and rewarding learning environment 

in which they can succeed. Strategies will include working individually, in pairs and small 

groups, whole class teaching, practical work, problem solving, role-play, the use of ICT and 

video and visits outside the classroom. 

Homework/Independent Learning 

Homework enables students to consolidate and extend work covered in lessons, to carry out 

independent study and research and to develop good study habits. Regular and appropriate 

homework is set and is an integral part of students’ curricular entitlement. All homework is 

recorded on a web-based portal "Go4Schools" which is accessible by both students and 

parents.  

 



Transition 

Students join us in year 7 at the beginning of KS3. Teaching programmes are carefully 

planned to take into account students’ previous work and achievements at KS2. This work will 

be supported by the use of agreed transfer documentation, including National Curriculum 

information and other formal and informal contacts between teaching staff here and at our 

main partner primary schools. The importance of transition from KS3 to GCSE courses also 

needs to be recognised in the planning of schemes of work and the level of demands made 

upon students. 

9. Sixth Form 

The aims outlined at the start of this document apply equally in the sixth form. The sixth form 

works alongside a number of other local providers to ensure the broadest possible range of 

courses are offered to our students. 

At partner institutions: 

Numerous courses are available at Entry Level, Level 1 and Level 2, providing progression to 

employment Level 2 and Level 3 qualifications 

At Colne: 

● Approximately 20 traditional A Levels are offered alongside approximately 10 to 15 

vocational courses, at Level 3. All these courses offer progression to employment, 

apprenticeships and higher education. The full details of these courses can be found 

within our Sixth Form Prospectus. 

There is the opportunity for students to engage in significant enrichment opportunities 
alongside their 
academic study. Some of these are organised on a regular, weekly basis and include the 
opportunity to 
improve qualifications in the core subjects of English and maths, and additional experiences 
in sport. 
Opportunities for involvement in voluntary activities will also be made available. All 
enrichment activities will be optional, but it is hoped as many students as possible will decide 
to participate. 
 

10. Management, Monitoring and Evaluation 

Overall responsibility for the curriculum at The Colne Community School and College rests 

with the local governance committee (LGC) in consultation with the Curriculum and 

Assessment Team. The LGC’s further curriculum responsibilities are: 

● To work with the Executive Headteacher in ensuring the National Curriculum and its 

assessment procedures are carried out. 

● To agree a Sex Education Policy for the school. 



● To ensure Religious Education is provided. 

● To ensure the Special Educational Needs Policy is being carried out in identifying and 

helping students with special needs. 

● To hear any complaints from parents concerning the curriculum. 

● The Executive Headteacher, in consultation with the Head of School and the 

Curriculum Wider Leadership Team, is responsible for day-to-day decisions about the 

management of the curriculum of the school. 


